
Reference points
Average density inhabitants / 
km² (2011 )
 � Channel area: 305
 � French side: 227
 � English side: 497

Total population (2011)
 � Channel area: 46 463 653
 � French side: 24 366 053
 � English side: 22 097 600

Number of tourists (2011) *
 � Channel area: 248 584 000
 � French side: 36 695 000
 � English side: 50 990 000

*excluding London and P aris and their 
surrounding regions.

Land / Sea interface
Increasing pressures from all directions

Societies have always colonised coastal areas, spaces opening onto other worlds, 
fostering economic, social and cultural exchanges. The Channel represents such an 
intermediacy between Britain and the continent. 

Close to two major global cities, London and P aris, the region surrounding the Channel 
is an area of ancient settlement, today with a population over 46 million inhabitants – 
the equivalent of the population of Spain.

Densities are high therefore, exceeding 300 inhabitants per square kilometre on 
average. However the contrast between a northern coast (the French side) and a 
southern coast (the English side) is evident through these densities: an average of 497 
inhabs/sq.km on the British coast compared with 226 inhabs/sq.km on the French 
coast. 

Adjoining land-uses and activities compete and and jostle for space, squeezed into 
this strip of a mere few kilometres wide overlooking one of the busiest seas in the 

enthusiasts and tourists are every present. All sorts of activities are found along this 

(naval dockyards, boatyards, etc.) as well as tourism and leisure (marinas, seaside 
resorts, casinos, etc.), all of which are of varying impact on an already restricted space. 

as well as an environmental one. P ressure remains high and requires management in 
order to protect these landscapes whilst maintaining employment activities, the two 

ch other.

In any new development, the need for all parties to work together so as facilitate its 
integration and gain social acceptance is paramount. Hence the obligation to adopt an 
integrated coastal zone management approach becomes central to the whole project.

BelgiumNord-Pas-de-Calais

Lambert I North projection

Saint-Omer

Berck

Le Touquet-
Paris-Plage

Boulogne-sur-Mer

Calais

Dunkerque

0 12,5km
mi 0 12,5

Dover Dover

West Solent

Hampshire

Isle of Wight

Portsmouth 
Harbour Langstone

Harbour

Chichester
Harbour

River Hamble
Southampton

Fawley

Beaulieu

Lymington

Fisbourne

Ryde

Cowes

Yarmouth

Navale base, dockyard

Steelworks

waters

Harbour and energy
platform

Fishing port

Commercial port

Marina

Tunnel

Cruise ship and ferry 
links

Nuclear power station 

< 2 500
1 000 - 2 499
500 - 999
250 - 499

50 - 99
25 - 49
0 - 24

100 - 249

Inhabitants per sq km
(2009-2011) 

National investment 
growth pole

Health research pole

Tourist resorts

Pressure from tourism

Lambert I North projection

0 7,5km
mi 0 6

Atlantic Ocean

E n g l i s h  C h a n n e l

North Sea

R o y a u m e - U n i
U n i t e d  K i n g d o m

0 °

0 °

5 ° w

50° 

Whitstable

Weymouth

Portsmouth

Plymouth

Saint-Malo

Dunkerque

Dieppe
Cherbourg

Brest

Boulogne-sur-Mer

Rouen

Southampton

Ramsgate

Poole Newhaven

Medway

Dover

Le Havre

Calais

Caen-Ouistreham

United Kingdom

Guernsey
Sark

Alderney

Netherlands

Belgium

France

Jersey

Lambert I North
projection

0 50 100km
mi 0 50

< 2 500

1 000 - 2 499

500 - 999

250 - 499

50 - 99

25 - 49

0 - 24

100 - 249

Sources: INSEE, RGP 2009, ONS Census 2011.

Population densities in the Channel area
(hab. /km²) (2009/2011) 
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European Regional Development Fund
The European Union, investing in your future

Fonds européen de développement régional
L’Union européenne investit dans votre avenir
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