
Reference points
Number of fishermen (2011)

 Channel area: 9 801

 French side: 6 095

 English side: 3 706

Number of vessels (2011)

 

 French side: 2 109

 

Quantity of fish  
landed (tons, 2011)

 Channel area: 209 219

 French side: 158 578

 

Value of catches sold  
(€ 2011)

 

 

 

Most fished species (2011)

 Scallop - Angler - Sardine - 

Mackerel

Most profitable species for 
sale (2011)

 Scallop - Sole - Norway lobster - 

European Seabass

Shelfish production (2010)

 

Fishing
An important sector

longest-standing. Many ports of all sizes are scattered along the coast. With around 

economies, despite having undergone continuous restructuring and downsizing over 

The differences are sometimes stark between the two sides of the Channel and while 

the seas of western Scotland, or the Irish Sea, for example, requires larger crews over 

long periods.

From Penzance to Dover and from Concarneau to Dunkirk, some 210,000 tons of 

the overall activity, a collective and coherent management of the resource and its 

dependent activities can help to maintain this vital sector for the Channel as a whole.
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Most often recorded species at auction

Sources: IFREMER, Système d'Informations Halieutique 2011,
OFIMER, 2011, DEFRA Fisheries statistics Unit 2011.

Whiting

Lemon sole, sole

Angler

Sardine, horse mackerel

Whelks

Scallop

Spider crab, crab

Mussel, oyster

Cuttel#sh

Pollock

Norway lobster

Plaice

ClamSeabass

€ Highest value species at auction

E.g.
Cherbourg: most sold species is whiting and that fetching 
the highest price is sole

Photo : G. Milledrogues, 2007.
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* By licensing district 

** Number of FTE approximated from average 
number of �shermen aboard of each vessel 
during the year.

© F. Turbout, UCBN, 2012.
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ICES: International council for 
the exploitation of the sea

Sources: IFREMER, Kings"sher
Information, 2007.
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European Regional Development Fund
The European Union, investing in your future

Fonds européen de développement régional
L’Union européenne investit dans votre avenir

Channel Arc Manche
integrated strategy

Fishermen and vessels 
per licensing district (2010)

Total size and value of catch for each auction site (2011)
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